PART FIVE
I

THE ZONES

THE demarcation line is a diabolical invention of "Mon-
sieur Hitler/'

Let none be astonished to see the respectable word
"Monsieur" coupled with the name Hitler. French lips
give an ironical twist to the word when it designates the
Chancellor of the Reich, as with verdurets, doryphores,
fridolins, punaises vertes, or, more simply, "ces messieurs."

Well, Monsieur Hitler has divided France, not into two,
but into three zones, that is to say, the unoccupied or free
zone, the occupied zone, and the prohibited zone.

The first, ostensibly, is under the independent govern-
ment of the Marshal, the same Marshal who affirmed that
by signing the armistice he retained for his country the
freedom of part of French territory. It should be stated
here that the French have never known the armistice
conditions because they have never been published in
France. The independence of Vichy, vis-a-vis Berlin, is
known. Unoccupied France is nothing more than a colony,
controlled by numerous armistice commissions, through
whom blackmail is practised, to say nothing of continual
pressure.

The second zone is that which the Germans intend to
occupy for twenty-five years after the signing of a peace
treaty.

The third zone includes the departements du Nord and
de I'Est, which Germany expects to annex after the war,
as she has already annexed Alsace and Lorraine.

To pass from one zone to another a permit is necessary.
This is never granted for going from the occupied zone
to the prohibited zone, or vice versa, unless for a strictly
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